Eighteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

September 27, 2026



C =Congregation L=Leader ELW =Red Hymnal

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.
Amen.

L: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ,
Amen.



L: Hearthis good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C: Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Verse 1

Great is Your faithfulness O God

You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart
You lead us by still waters into mercy
And nothing can keep us apart
Pre-Chorus

(So) remember Your people

Remember Your children

Remember Your promise O God
Chorus 1

Your grace is enough

Your grace is enough

Your grace is enough for me

Verse 2

Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob
You use the weak to lead the strong

You lead us in the song of Your salvation
And all Your people sing along

Chorus 2

Yeah Your grace is enough

Heaven reaches out to us

Your grace is enough for me

God I sing Your grace is enough

I'm covered in Your love

Your grace is enough for me for me

Your Grace Is Enough, Matt Maher

CCLI Song # 4477026 Matt Maher © 2003 Thankyou Music Ltd; SPIRITANDSONG.COM PUBLISHING



GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commu
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

KYRIE

Leader: In peace. in peace let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

REFRAIN: ALL
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Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God.
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in
the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

'The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge”? *As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent
as well as the life of the child is mine: itis only the person who sins who shall die.
2 Yetyou say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2 When the righteous turn away from
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that
they have committed, they shall die. ?” Again, when the wicked turn away from the
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save
their life. 2 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. ?° Yet the house
of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair?
Is it not your ways that are unfair? 3° Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all
of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3' Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For | have no pleasure
in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

L: Word of God, Word of Life:
C: Thanks, be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32

L: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 21st chapter.
C: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

ZWhen Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” 2* Jesus said to them, “l will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority |
do these things. ?° Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to
us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 2’ So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority |
am doing these things. 22 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” *° He answered, ‘Il will not,’
but later he changed his mind and went. * The father went to the second and said
the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir, but he did not go. * Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him,
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but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him,
you did not change your minds and believe him.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

and even after you saw it

SERMON Reverend Bethany Ketchem
SONG OF THE DAY You Are Holy, ELW 525
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to your church in wine and bread,

Continued on next page

raised from soil,

raised from dead.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, ...
Each petition ends with:

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

o

L

... We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Q

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
C: OurFather in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING Kyrie Eleison, music by Brian Childers
Choir
OFFERING RESPONSE Create In Me a Clean Heart O God
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OFFERING PRAYER

L: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts,
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

C: Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

TEMPLE TALK
BLESSING
L: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ

Jesus.

Amen

L: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

C. Amen

L: The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen
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SENDING SONG God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending, ELW 678
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DISMISSAL

L: Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Acknowledgements: Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB165014. Printed and
projected by permission of CCLI License #518924. Streamed by permission of CCLI License #20572533.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please celebrate with us today: Darleen and Rob Klemm’s 50" wedding
anniversary in the Fellowship Hall. There will be coffee and cake and ALL ARE
WELCOME! 10-11 am.
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Stewardship Sunday is October 4 and we will appreciate receiving all giving intent
cards by then. If you didn’t receive one in the mail, there will be cards available at
church on October 4. If you are unable to attend the service on that day, we ask
that you mail or drop off your giving intent card at the church. We encourage
everyone to return a giving intent card as this will greatly help us prepare a more
accurate 2027 budget.

Prayers & Praises of the People:
o Prayers for Sherry and Jeff Pasket for their continued care.
e Prayers for Sharon Peterson as she continues to recover.
e Prayers for Kathi Kirchoff: prayers for her continued treatment.
¢ Prayers for healing for Judy Koza.

Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor Rev. Bethany Ketchem
Worship & Music Director Jeremy Mattson
Director of Choir and Handbells Alex Carlson
Soundboard & Livestream Beth Renfors

Lector Dianne Deerks

Lessons for next October 4:
Isaiah 5:1-7 and Matthew 21:33-46
Next week’s lector: Jessica Prenzlow-Morgan

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, Saint Paul, MN 55109
Phone: 651-772-2445 | Email: office@orlcmn.org
Prayer Requests: prayers@orlcmn.org

Giving: Offerings@orlcmn.org or text 844-871-2328




